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SUBJECT: SOWETO TENSE AS POLICE PREPARE POR WEEKEND OF VIOLENCE 

1. POTENTIAL POR OUTBREAK OP VIOLENCE IN SOWETO TONIGHT 
(JULY 29) AND SUNDAY (JULY 31) APPEARS VERY HIGH. SERIES 

OP POLICE-STUDENT CONPRONTATIONS INVOLVING STONE THROWING, 

SHOTS FIRED INTO THE AIR, AND THE USE OF POLICE DOGS HAS 
PRODUCED A VERY TENSE ATMOSPHERE THIS AFTERNOON. POLCOUNS 
AND CONOPP VISITING SOWETO TODAY NOTICED GRIM MOOD OP 
RESIDENTS AND WERE WARNED BY ONE HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
"TROUBLE IS IMMINENT, WITH A LIKELY OUTBREAK TONIGHT". 

2. SUNDAY, JULY 31, PUBLIC MEETING CALLED BY COMMITTEE OP 
TEN TO DISCUSS BLUEPRINT POR SOWETO RULE IS RUMORED TO BE 
PROBABLE SCENE OP VIOLENT CONPRONTATION. GIVEN PRESENT 
ATMOSPHERE AND LIKELIHOOD OP THOUSANDS OP PEOPLE IN THE 
STREET AROUND MEETING HALL, THERE WILL PROBABLY EXIST 

A PLAMABLE AND DANGEROUS SITUATION. RIOT POLICE IN 
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CAMOUPLAGE UNIPORM ARE ALREADY BIVOUACED IN SOWETO AND 
POLICE PATORLS APPEAR HEAVIER THAN NORMAL. ALL TRAPFIC OUT 
OF SOWETO IS BEING SEARCHED BY POLICE AT ROADBLOCKS. 

3. ONE APTERNOON NEWSPAPER HAS REPORTED A REQUEST HAS BEEN 
PILED BY THE POLICE TO BAN SUNDAY COMMITTEE OF TEN MEETING. 

THIS IS AN EXTRAORDINARY MEASURE AS THE MEETING IS SCHEDULED 
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FOR A SUNDAY IN A SOWETO CHURCH. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE THE MOOD IN SOWETO IS INCREASINGLY 

DARK THESE DAYS, STUDENT BOYCOTTS IN THE PRETORIA AREA AND 

SPORADIC VIOLENCE IN OTHER TOWNSHIPS, PLUS THE HARD LINE 

TAKEN BY THE COMMITTEE OE TEN, ALL ADD UP TO CONTINUING TROUBLE. 

STUDENTS HAVE QUIETLY INEORMED SOME SOWED HEADMASTERS THAT THEY 

WILL HENCEEORTH NO LONGER PARTICIPATE IN THE BANTU 

EDUCATION SYSTEM. FROM NOW ON, STUDENTS AT THOSE SCHOOLS 

(IN SOWETO) CLAIM THEY WILL CONDUCT GROUP STUDY SESSIONS 

IN CLASSROOMS WITHOUT GUIDANCE OF SCHOOL OFFICIALS. HOW 

POLICE RESPOND TO THIS SNOWBALLING SERIES OE EVENTS IS 

DIFEICULT TO SAY BUT, IN AN UNFORTUNATE MATTER OF TIMING, 

SOWETO'S SOMEWHAT PROGRESSIVE POLICE COMMISSIONER JAN VISSER 
IS STILL ON LEAVE FROM HIS POST, LEAVING THE COMMAND IN THE 
HANDS OF HIS DEPUTY AT A TIME WHEN THE POLICE WILL BE 
SHARPLY CHALLENGED. 
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